The present research studies the ornamental traditions of the indigenous peoples of the Arctic. It suggests a general typological characteristic of the traditional ornament of the Northern Tungus, Evens and Evenki. Since the dawn of time, they have been unique representatives of the
Tungus ornament is one of the phenomena in the national culture of the Evens and Evenki, reflecting its originality and specific features.
The main specificity of the Tungus ornament is the reflection of the nomadic culture, traditional lifestyle and original world outlook of the people. Based on this concept, traditional clothes of the peoples protected every part of body. Ornament as protection played a special role in it. In the traditional Even and Evenki costume, the chest area is decorated richer than any other, as it is considered to protect the chest. It is explained by the belief that the soul of the person lives in the heart or lungs. The headdress is also richly ornamented as it is believed to protect the head soul. The rich ornament on the footwear is protection from the spirits from the lower world that can penetrate into the human body through the feet [FDA, 2010; 2011; 2015] .
It is interesting to remark that the pieces embroidered with reindeer neck hair locked its soul, protecting the owner from miseries and bad luck. According to the Evens and Evenki, animal soul lives in the neck hair (Saf'iannikova, 2007 DOI: 10.17516/1997 -1370 -2016 -9-10-2525 -2530 of the costume and the ornament consisted of certain parts of the reindeer fur, wool and skin.
The only material permitted for use besides the (Vasilevich, 1969) .
So, the ornament culture of the North Tungus is rich and multi-faceted, preserving its original character. As an integral part of the material world, the ornament was included into the symbolic field of a culture. It played a connecting role between the material and spiritual world, assigning the object with a specific status and functions (e.g.
protective function). A protective role in the Even
and Evenki ornament was also played by colour
symbolism. An ornament may be considered to be a symbolic "language" connected with a wide range of "texts", rituals and beliefs. It is a special type of "language" for the world outlook, the 
